Parish of The Sacred Heart of Jesus
Caterham, Whyteleafe, Chaldon, Godstone

For those who live outside our parish boundaries:
To the north, our parish ends with the county boundary up to the main roundabout in Whyteleafe. From there the
boundary goes south along the railway line to the M25.
Southwards, the parish includes Godstone and South Godstone.
Westwards, the parish includes Bletchingley east of the Anglican parish church, and all of Chaldon.
Therefore:
• If you live in Kenley, from the Aerodrome northwards, or north Whyteleafe (that part that pays its Council Tax to
Croydon) or Purley, your parish is St John the Baptist, 48 Dale Road, Purley, CR8 2EF Tel. 020 8660 3815.
• If you live in Old Coulsdon, west of Hayes Lane, or in Netherne Village your parish is St Mary’s, 372 Old Coulsdon
Road, CR5 1EF, Tel. 01737 552420.
• If you live in Coulsdon proper, your parish is St Aidan’s, 1 Portnalls Road, Coulsdon, CR5 3DD Telephone 020 8660
2452
• If you live in Sanderstead, your parish is The Holy Family, 115 Limpsfield Road, South Croydon, CR2 9LF, Tel.
020 8657 1728
• If you live in Warlingham, Woldingham (but not including Woldingham School which is in our parish), Limpsfield,
Oxted, Tandridge or the surrounding villages, you are in Oxted and Warlingham parish: Parish Office; St Ambrose,
2 Warren Park, Warlingham, CR6 9LD, Tel. 01883 627762
• If you live in Merstham, Redhill, Reigate, Nutfield, Bletchingley west of the Anglican parish church or surrounding
villages, you live in the parish of the Nativity of the Lord, Parish Office; 122 Ladbroke Road, Redhill, RH1 1LF, Tel.
01737 761017.
Please ask one of the parish clergy of the appropriate parish to sign this release:
I hereby give permission for the child named overleaf to be baptised in the Parish of the Sacred Heart, Caterham.

Signed…………………………………………………………………

Date…………………………………………

Parish…………………………………………………………………

Please detach this page, and bring it to your meeting with Fr Seán.
Please retain the information sheet.

Application for the Sacrament of Baptism

C

ONGRATULATIONS on the birth of your child! Our parish rejoices with you, and we are delighted that you
are wanting your child to begin the Christian way of life. Since this is a major commitment on your part, our
parish would like to help you to prepare. Baptism is all about faith; though your own faith may not be very
strong at times, like a muscle it is made stronger with use. By helping your child through its first steps in our religion,
your own faith will be made stronger and you will find it a real help in the years ahead, if you are prepared to do it
generously and wholeheartedly.
Some practicalities
• Please contact Father Seán (01883 343241; priest@sacred-heart.co.uk) as soon as possible to make an appointment. Please fill in, detach and, when you come to meet with Fr Seán bring with you the completed form, keeping
this part for your own information. Please do not submit this form by any other means such as putting it through the
presbytery door.
• If you live anywhere other than Caterham, Whyteleafe (Tandridge Council area, not Croydon), Chaldon or Godstone, even if you attend Mass in our parish, you will need to obtain the permission of the Parish Priest of the parish
where you actually live (permission is usually readily given) to have your baptism in our parish. There is a box for the
parish priest to sign on this form.
• Baptisms normally take place on Saturday or Sunday afternoons, though other times may be possible. For several
reasons this Sacrament is not usually celebrated in the context of Sunday Mass.
• At least one godparent must be a practising (at Mass every Sunday) Catholic who has been confirmed and is over 16
years of age. The others should be well-disposed to the faith, and at least baptised, though non-baptised people may
assist as special witnesses. If a godparent cannot physically attend the baptism, they can be represented by somebody
else (a ‘proxy’).
• The child must have at least one Christian name, meaning not just a first name, but a name with Christian significance), normally the name of a saint. You can get ideas for this on the web; one such site is http://www.catholicity.
com/names/ and another is http://www.babycenter.com/0_baby-names-inspired-by-saints_10305359.bc
• For your first child baptised in this parish, you will need to attend two preparation sessions. Details of this year’s dates
are available on the next page. It is not usually necessary to attend the sessions for subsequent children.
Bringing your child up in the faith
•Baptism alone is not enough to ensure your child’s entrance into a Catholic school; regular attendance at Mass is
also required. Sometimes it takes a little while for a child to become accustomed to going to church and may be a little noisy—don’t worry; most people in the church have or have had families too, and quite understand. If your child
gets upset, don’t be shy about taking him or her out until he or she calms down. Noisy babies and toddlers can be
taken into the porch of the church where you and they can still see and hear what is going on, but will not disturb the
rest of the congregation. At the 9.00 and 10.30/45 Masses, your child may go with the others to the special Liturgy
of the Word for Children, where the readings of the Mass are explored in a way that is suitable for their abilities and
understanding. There is one group for children under four, and another for children four and over.
• Praying with your child is very important, as children learn by imitating their parents. Children should be able to
make the Sign of the Cross, and should know the Our Father, the Hail Mary and the Glory be to the Father by heart
before they go to school.
The Baptism Ceremony
• Please make sure that baby has had a feed and a change shortly before you arrive; this makes baby much happier,
and therefore everything much easier for everybody.
• Please bring with you a white garment (a blanket or shawl is fine) and arrive ten or so minutes before the service is
due to begin. The ceremony is relatively brief; it usually lasts between 15 and 30 minutes.
• It is usual that the mother hold the child throughout the service, though especially in the case of larger children,
the father or a godparent can lend a hand.

PREPARATION FOR BAPTISM

• If you have friends or relatives who would like to do a reading, or lead some prayers, please speak to Fr Seán in
good time.
• There is no objection to photography, video cameras &c, providing they do not interfere with the ceremony.
• There is no fee as such for Baptism, but it is customary to make an offering to the priest or deacon who baptises
your child, and who relies on such offerings for his income.

Name of child…………………………………………………………………………………Date of birth………………………………

The Profession of Faith

Mother’s name…………………………………………………………………………Maiden name…………………………………

• Please note that parents and godparents are required to make this profession of faith at the baptism. It is essential
that at least one parent and the main godparent is able to do so in good conscience. This is the faith in which we are
baptising the child, and in which you are promising to bring him or her up.

Father’s name………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Do you reject Satan ?
I do.

Address………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Priest:
Reply:

And all his works?
I do.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Priest:
Reply:

And all his empty promises?
I do.

Priest:
Reply:

Do you believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth?
I do.

Priest:

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was born of the Virgin Mary, was crucified,
died, and was buried, rose from the dead, and is now seated at the right hand of the Father?
I do.

Godparents (at least one, though you may have more)

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting?
I do.

1. ……………………………………………………………………………………

Practising Catholic.

2. ……………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………

3. ……………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………

4. ……………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………

Reply:
Priest:
Reply:

✂

Priest:
Reply:

Phone………………………………………………

Email……………………………………………………………………………

Names								

Religion

Preparation Sessions
• Please make sure that you attend an A session and a B session before the baptism of your first child in this parish.
All sessions take place in the Old Hall on Thursdays at 8pm.

A
8 September
10 November
12 January 2017
9th March
11 May
15 June

B
15 September
17 November
19 January
16 March
18 May
22 June

Any enquiries about these sessions should be addressed to John Baron, 0208 763 2144.
Times of Sunday Masses at the Sacred Heart
9.00am
10.45am
5.15pm.

Will any of these be represented by a proxy? If so, please make it clear above, and state who will represent them.
Do you have a date in mind already? If we can accomodate you, we will do our best.………………………………………

Please note:
It is assumed (since we will be registering the baptism in any case) that you are happy for us to retain this information in the parish database, and potentially store it electronically. Information will not be shared with any party
outside the Church without your permission.

